Things to Keep in Mind at a Hunting Test
Roy L. Sanford   November 1, 2009
· Arrive early and inform Hunting Test Secretary you are present.  Check running order.

· Be prepared for the conditions.  Temperatures and weather may change.

· Make sure your dog is comfortable with water available. 

· Walk a brace in the gallery.  Watch the bird planter.

· Check your equipment:  blank pistol, water, lead, whistle, colored collar.

· Wear hunter orange for SH and MH braces.

· As handler carry a break action shotgun or comparable for MH braces.

· Make sure basic first aid supplies are available.

· Start warming up your dog twenty minutes before running time.  

· Arrive at the starting line a few minutes early.  Introduce yourself.

· If you have questions, ask the judges.

· Try to release both dogs simultaneously and keep them apart.

· If it is warm, water your dog on the course before entering the bird field.

· The less you say to your dog the better, but try to stay away from the brace mate. 

· Do not train your dog on the course.

· Slow down after entering the bird field.  Do not rush the dog.

· Try to work your dog into the wind in areas the bird planters seem to use.

· Make sure the judge sees your dog on point.

· Observe the dog’s nose angle when he or she is on point.

· Scrape the groundcover when you look for the bird.

· For JH and SH braces flush the bird and fire the blank pistol in a safe direction.
· For MH braces, point the shotgun and follow the flight of the bird.

· When time is called, collar your dog and leave the field.
· After the brace, check your dog over and provide health care if needed.
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